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as in an element; but this time the feeling did not
pass. On the contrary, I found, when I came
to myself, that I actually was in the river, leaping
along with the other souls in such an ecstasy of
physical delight as I have never felt before or
since. Such, at least, was my first impression ; but
gradually it changed into something which I
despair of rendering in words, for indeed I can
hardly render it in my own thoughts. Conceive,
however, that as, according to the teaching of
science, every part of matter is affected by every
other, insomuch that, as they say, the fall of an
apple disturbs the balance of the universe ; so,
in my experience then, (and this, I believe, is
really true) all souls were intimately connected by
spiritual ties. Nothing that happened in one but
was somehow or other, more or less obscurely,
reflected in the rest, so that all were so closely
involved and embraced in a network of fine rela-
tions that they formed what may be compared to a
planetary system, sustained in their various orbits
by force of attraction and repulsion, distinguished
into greater and lesser constellations, and fulfilling
in due proportion their periods and paths under the
control of spiritual laws. Of this system I was myself
a member; about me were grouped some of my
dearest friends; and beyond and around stretched
away, like infinite points of light, in a clear heaven
of passion, the world of souls. I speak, of course,
in a figure, for what I am describing in terms
of space, I apprehended through the medium of
feeling; and by 'feeling' I mean all degrees of
affection, from extreme of love to extreme of hate,